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To the Best  Musical 
Events this Winter  
Bernies Music Land is proud to 
offer a sensational lineup of 
artists and events to inspire 
your music making! 

JUNE 

Warm your winter with our 
sensational feature artist, Tony 
Fenelon, giving a Roland 
Atelier organ demonstration 
performance at 7.30pm on 
Thursday June 5th. 

 

Kick start your music making 
with our Winter Wonderland 
Players Afternoon at 2pm on 
Wednesday June 25th, for 
plenty of playing tips and 
winter warmth.  

JULY 

Discover the wonder of the 
grand piano with our 
fascinating Inside the Piano 
workshop, perfect for students 
and families, 10am – 11am on 
Thursday July 10th.  

Experience the delightful piano 
skills of pianist, Ryaed Owens, 
in a special recital of 
Beethoven piano works at 
7.30pm on Thursday July 10th. 

AUGUST 

Learn the thrill of being a 
natural performer at our 
special workshop event with 
jazz piano specialist, Steve 
Sedegreen, 7pm Wednesday 
6th August.  

Book Now:  9872 5122 
 

days notice next time! 

We were sad to farewell our Warehouse Manager, 
Shane York, who has moved interstate to be with his 
family. We wish Shane a very ‘sunny’ future! 

The time has come to rug up and spend more time 
indoors playing your piano or organ. Kick start your 
musical winter with our sensational Roland evening 
with Tony Fenelon on June 5th then our Winter 
Warmers Players Afternoon on June 25th. 

In July, we present young Brisbane pianist, Ryaed 
Owens, a Schimmel International Concert Artist. 
Ryaed’s program at 7.30pm on July 10th will feature a 
superb collection of Beethoven Sonatas.  

August is AMAC (Australian Music Association 
Convention) time and we plan to feature an exciting 
international artist. Save the date for Thursday 14th 
August for a special show here at the store.   

End of the financial year is coming fast, which makes 
June a great time to pick up a Stocktake Sale bargain! 
Our enclosed specials list is just a sample of the great 
savings so please consider the list or pass on to your 
friends. To help, we have extended trading hours for 
Sunday June 29th till 5pm.  

Special thanks to the contributors for this edition; 
Darryl Coote, Albert Stacpol, Craig Douglass, Lester 
Cheung and to our fabulous creator / editor, Michelle. 

Happy music making!                          Bernie C. 
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Events Sponsored by 
Bernies Music Land  
Maroondah Symphony Concert  
2.30pm Sunday 15th June 
George Wood PAC, Ringwood 
Phone: Elaine 9720 8575  

The Team of Pianists’ Twilight 
Chamber Music at Rippon Lea 
6.30pm Sunday 15th June 
Rippon Lea Estate, Elsternwick 
www.teamofpianists.com.au  

The Team of Pianists’ Twilight 
Chamber Music at Rippon Lea 
3.00pm Sunday 29th June 
Rippon Lea Estate, Elsternwick 
www.teamofpianists.com.au  

Liddiard Gallery Piano Concerts  
Friday 11th July - Sunday 13th July 
Oakleigh Anglican Church 
Phone: 9569 9178 

Missionvale Benefit Concert  
Sensational artists for charity  
from 10.30am Sunday 27th July 
Deakin Edge, Federation Square 
www.trybooking.com/85383 

The Team of Pianists’ Twilight 
Chamber Music at Rippon Lea 
3.00pm Sunday 30th July 
Rippon Lea Estate, Elsternwick 
www.teamofpianists.com.au  

Eisteddfod by the Bay 
Piano entries close 30th July 
Kingston Arts Centre, Moorabbin 
Phone: Sue 9589 4113 

Maroondah Symphony Concert  
2.30pm Sunday 17th August  
George Wood PAC, Ringwood 
Phone: Elaine 9720 8575  

The Team of Pianists’ Twilight 
Chamber Music at Rippon Lea 
3.00pm Sunday 17th August 
Rippon Lea Estate, Elsternwick 
www.teamofpianists.com.au  

Suzuki Piano Playathon 
12pm – 4pm Sunday 17th August 
Knox Shopping Centre  
Free, Phone: Miriam 0414370833 
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Has anyone flown Emirates recently? Well, if you wish 
to fly to Europe with Qantas then you will invariably be 
involved with Dubai and Emirates. This trip was the 
annual pilgrimage to the Frankfurt Music Fair then 
home via England. The route via Dubai has made 
Europe quite complicated if you want to fly Qantas, 
which is a pain if you want to use those points that you 
have saved up from the credit cards. What, no points? 
Tip: be sure that if you use a credit card it is linked to a 
flight rewards program. You may not get very many 
points but it does really help to use for upgrades on 
long distance flights. 
Qantas no longer flies to Frankfurt so I had to wait four 
hours and change planes in Dubai to an Emirates 
Boeing 777/300. Quite a magnificent plane and 
beautifully appointed. Flight attendants were friendly 
however it was not Qantas… moan! The attractive 
young flight attendant did not understand what “white 
wine” was, so I did not get any! Like most new planes 

 

Frankfurt Musik Messe – March 2014 

 

there were not enough toilets and the food was 
quite different.  
Tip: flying via Dubai means that you have a long 
flight from Melbourne, nearly 14 hours. Then, 
depending where you go in Europe, another six to 
eight hours. So you need to rethink the sleep 
process to be sure that you arrive fresh. Generally 
your body is tired after the rush to get away, so 
sleeping on the first leg is easy. It’s the second leg 
that is tricky. Try to keep the little telly off.  Have 
something to eat with a little white wine (if they find 
it!). Really avoid caffeine until the last hour or so of 
the flight. Eye patches, neck rest and ear plugs all 
help to keep you in snooze mode. 
The way home is easier, as the Dubai to Melbourne 
is about 13 hours and you arrive in the morning. So 
around 9 hours sleep is advised again, then enjoy 
the coffee before you arrive… Happy travelling.       
                                                                    Bernie C. 
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Huge savings on SCHIMMEL, BERNSTEIN, HAMMOND, JOHAN NUS, ROLAND, SUZUKI & more… 
Open Saturday 9am – 5pm & Sunday 29 th June 12-5pm, sale ends 5pm! 

Phone Bernies Music Land now;  9872 5122 or visit  us at; 381 Canterbury Road, Ringwood 

Hammond stand with Michael Falkenstein 
 

Who would want to go to Frankfurt early in March? Well, this year 
the Music Messe (Trade Fair) started on March 12th and luckily 
the winter chill had started to clear for cool but sunny days.  

Still the world’s biggest Music Fair, the visit this year impressed 
me with the promotion of 100% German made pianos. The 
Association of German Piano Manufacturers is working hard to 
clear up confusion about what a “Made in Germany” piano really 
is, and Schimmel are very proud to be on their list. There was a 
whole floor displaying European and German pianos, with an 
amazing Schimmel Piano stand depicting the story of Schimmel’s 
history and displaying the four Generations of their landmark 
instruments, including their sensational Plexiglas grand piano. I 
was fortunate to spend an evening with the Schimmel family and 
especially to sit next to Nikolaus Schimmel. Even though he is 
retired, Nikolaus’s wisdom and influence is still evident in the 
Schimmel brand.  

It was great to see the Hammond display back on the main 
keyboard floor, where they attracted plenty of attention with their 
fabulous organs and artists dropping by.  

Bernstein’s manufacturer, Hailun, received an outstanding 
response to their display of the new CF series upright and grand 
pianos, proving that they can make a world class piano at a 
sensational price. I managed to have a quick look at the 
sensational stands from Roland and Casio, showcasing their new 
keyboards and digital piano models.  

The Messe puts on a fabulous reception for international visitors 
and I went along with our good friend Jon Hammond. The Music 
was presented by the German Forces Band and was more than 
sensational. Food was Frankfurter style with sauerkraut… so 
lucky the music was good!                                                Bernie C 

 
New Hailun Pianos with Mr. Hailun (centre) 
 

Dinner with international Hammond crew 
 

Bernie with Mr. Hailun, Mr. Xheng & Mark Chan 
 

Stunning Schimmel displays 
 

Bernie with Nikolaus Schimmel 
 

WINTER 2014  

Dear MusiClubbers, 

Welcome to the winter edition of MusiClub. As the days 
get cooler it is a great time to shape up the music 
repertoire and feel the benefits of creating music. 

Autumn was a busy time and we had some fabulous 
events here at Bernies Music Land. Thank you to all of 
those who came along to the programs. These included 
teacher seminars with Robert Chamberlain and Darryl 
Coote, Inside the Piano workshop with Lester, and 
Piano Talk television recordings with Peter Sullivan. The 
recording for Series 2 was completed on May 27th and 
will go to air late June and throughout July on Channel 
31. Please check our facebook  (Bernies Music Land 
Events) and website (www.musicland.com.au) for times.  

It was great to have Swedish pianist, Ann-Helena 
Schulter (pictured above), perform magnificently at the 
store in March. The recording is excellent and will be 
submitted to Schimmel for inclusion in their International 
Artist Series Collection.  

The Team of Pianists have a great winter line up for this 
year. Be sure to check the dates in this newsletter and 
pick up a brochure on your next store visit. We 
appreciate the Team’s dedication and are grateful for 
what they offer to MusiClub members. 

Robert Barbarossa was called overseas so on May 1st I 
stepped in for his Hammond workshop. The A-405 is 
fabulous to play and I remembered what it was like to be 
a performer again! It’d be great to have more than 3   



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Recent Happenings 

Team of Pianists  
 

How would you expect Professor Max 
Cooke to celebrate his 90th birthday? A 
piano concert, of course! 

That’s right, it happened on February 
16th with a dinner and concert at Rippon 
Lea Estate. The program included a 
sensational line up of piano antics to 
celebrate for Max, plus the launch of the 
Chamber Concert series for 2014. The 
performances included a six hand work 
for the keyboard by senior members of 
the Team of Pianists; Darryl Coote, 
Robert Chamberlin and Rohan Murray. 
With only two seats it was a guessing 
game to see who could stay off the floor!  

Kevin Suherman played an amazing 
Happy birthday tribute, while Victor Hu 
and Jayden Taveira showed how Max’s 
influence brings out great talent even in 
the very young.  

There were moving talks about Max’s 
history and great contribution to the 
world of music education, which were 
trumped by Max’s warm response.          

                                                Bernie C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a very happy association for 
Team of Pianists that Bernies Music 
Land have supported our concerts at 
Rippon Lea for all of these twenty years.  

The 2014 series of Twilight Chamber 
Music at Rippon Lea commenced on 
April 27. The Sunday June 15 concert 
(6.30pm) will feature brilliant cellist Allan 
Tao, accompanied by Betty Vergara-
Pink, performing cello works by 
Beethoven, Martinu and Cassado, as 
well as solo pianist, Victor Hu, 
performing Schumann’s wonderful, 
though rarely-performed, Humoreske.  

Trying out a new concept for the winter 
months this year, the concerts at Rippon 
Lea on Sunday July 20 and on Sunday 
August 17, will commence at 3.00pm 
instead of the usual 6.30pm time.  The 
final Rippon Lea concert for 2014, 
featuring solo pianist Paul Badura-
Skoda in his very final recital in 
Australia, performing on the Schimmel 
Konzert grand K 280, will be at 6.30pm 
on Sunday September 21 - an event not 
to be missed.  

Darryl Coote, partner - Team of Pianists 

9527 2851, www.teamofpianists.com.au  

 

BERNSTEIN® Masterclass & Piano Competition  

Bernstein Masterclass is the perfect 
performance and learning opportunity  for piano 
students to age 16. 

Students perform on a beautiful Bernstein grand 
piano in front of a small audience, then receive a 
brief lesson from members of the Team of 
Pianists and guest teachers. This valuable 
learning experience is ideal prior to exams. 
Participation costs just $29 and family and 
teachers can be a part of the audience for free.  

Students may then be invited to compete in the 
national Bernstein Piano Competition for brilliant 
cash prizes and trophies.  

 
 

haven’t yet explored, but I must make mention of 
the new 88-note Ivory Feel-G Keyboard. This 
provides premium weighted-action performance in a 
lightweight design that’s easy to transport. For all 
you piano players out there, this will please you the 
most. In traditional Roland style this is the most 
sensitive, realistic piano feel on the market.  

Unlike the Fantom G8 which was priced at a 
whopping RRP$5,499, the Roland FA-08 is only 
$2,299 (61-note also available FA-06 RRP $1,499) 
which makes it my keyboard of the year! It’s now 
available here at Bernies so drop in and try it today.  
                                      Lester C 

 

In Love With Hammond 
I already have an electric piano and I really wanted 
the perfect Hammond sound, so I recently got 
myself a Hammond XK-1c keyboard from Bernies. 
Whether I play at home, with friends or at my charity 
lunches, the XK-1c just works.  

The sound works perfectly, the drawbars work 
smoothly, and the buttons for the tremolos too, 
everything just ‘works’ and there is no “I wish it did 
this or that”, everything is just great. It’s small, 
lightweight and sounds like the real thing. Whether I 
play through tiny monitor speakers or my 300-watt 
amp, it just sounds like a real Hammond.   

My XK-1c goes in the car neatly because Hammond 
hasn’t made it wider to fit the drawbars at the top, 
and I can carry it easily. I also love the fact that 
Hammond hasn’t added useless buttons. This 
makes life easier and I can just play it like a real 
Hammond.  

I just love it!                                        Albert Stacpol 

 

New Roland FA-08 Workstation 
Ever wanted a Roland Fantom G8 Workstation, but 
couldn’t afford the $6000 price tag? Roland has 
answered your prayers with the incredible new FA-
08 workstation. 

The first thing that struck me was the look, what a 
stunning machine! The control surfaces are layered 
with shiny black Perspex and the controls are 
sprinkled with shades of glowing red which gives it 
a mysterious ambiance. Its large LCD screen 
displays a lot of information while not feeling 
crowded, and the colours scheme is refreshing to 
look at, to make it easier to use for an extended 
period of time. 

 

 

 

 

Then I got stuck into things and found the new 
sounds. The SuperNATURAL piano sounds are 
amazing as usual, but with over 2000 sounds from 
the flagship INTEGRA-7 sound module, including 
SuperNATURAL synth, acoustic tones and drums 
added into this keyboard, I was like a kid in a candy 
store. I was able to make alterations to each sound 
with the live sound modifying knobs on the left. 
This allowed me to change the parameters from 
EQ, cut-off points, attack point etc., and to add 
performance effects such as chorus, reverb, 
overdrive, flanger and lots more. 

One feature I was keen to try was the on-board 16-
pad sampler located on the right. This new-age 
feature is very versatile, whether you want it to 
sample and trigger sounds to add to the current 
track, or use it to play “live” with samples, or to use 
it as a number dial so that you can select pre-sets 
faster, it can all be done here. 

There are so many amazing new features on this I  

 

New from Our Favourite Brands  

Masterclass Sessions  

Wednesday July 2nd 
Wednesday July 9th  
Saturday July 26th 
Saturday August 23rd 
Saturday September 6th��
��������	
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Bernste in Piano Competi t ion 2014  
S u n d a y  5 t h  Oc to b e r  a t  B e rn i e s  M u s i c  L a nd  
A u d i e n c e  we l c o m e ,  b o o k  n o w:  9 8 7 2  5 1 2 2    

Recording “Piano Talk” with Pete Sullivan for Channel 31 viewing (airing 9am, May 26 and 4.30pm May 28 

Craig’s organ mini-recital for visiting Woodend students  Teacher Seminar with Darryl Coote  

News from the 

 

Teacher Seminar 
Join us for the final Teacher Seminar 2014 with 
iconic educator, Professor Max Cooke, 
presenting Techniques for beauty of sound and 
Using the pedal to enhance effectiveness. 

9.30am – 12.30pm  Tuesday 8 th July 
at Bernies Music Land, tickets $29, book now:  
9872 5122  www.musicland.com.au/events 

 

and long bed wooden core keyboard. Also 
available is the wood-on-wood keyboard and the 
benchmark magnetic action keyboard from UHT 
in Germany. The wooden core keyboards feel 
very nice under the fingers so I would encourage 
you to pop in and have a try on our organs here 
at Bernies with the different options. 

The ever popular Studio  
170 model is still proving to  
be a great home practice  
organ and the black finish  
will be in stock again from  
this next shipment. Hurry as 
 black finish is very limited! 

That’s all for this edition. Pop in for a coffee and a 
chat and discover how Johannus has an organ for 
every budget, church, cathedral or home. Don’t 
forget about the new finishes starting to become 
available too.                                           Craig D 

Farewell Shane York 
After almost 20 years as part of the Bernies 
family, we were very sad to farewell Shane 
in April, who is moving to Queensland to be 
with his family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shane (left, with Craig and Michelle) was an 
integral part of everything that happened 
here at the store. The part you don’t really 
see; the “coming and going” of stock, 
preparation for display, for going to people’s 
homes and for the numerous events here at 
Bernies. Everything has to be just perfect 
and Shane completed some massive feats 
in this important role.  

Shane’s dedication and wonderful attitude 
made him well loved by our customers and 
staff.   

Many funny stories were recounted at our 
farewell dinner and Shane will be missed! 
All the Bernies team wish Shane a very 
“sunny” future! 

 

Schimmel News 
The new range of International and Wilhelm 
series of Schimmel pianos have caught 
everybody by surprise and are selling out 
with an extensive waiting list. 

  

Arriving in early June is the special edition 
Schimmel K 175 Vase grand piano in 
African mahogany. The first of the new 
series to come to Australia, it incorporates a 
full ‘Konzert” grand piano action in a large 
baby grand size. The Vase features cabinet 
inlay of a carved Vase with embellished 
panels of figured mahogany. A simply 
breathtaking piano. Be sure to call in to 
Bernies to see this one soon!       Bernie C 

 

Johannus News  
We are excited to welcome the new Ecclesia Choir 
to our Johannus organ range in early June. This is 
an amazing organ for spaces that don’t require or 
warrant any external speakers, but still need good 
projection of sound.  

The Choir is unique in that the speaker bank is 
located in the back of the organ, instead of 
projecting at the organists knees. So as a 
sanctuary or choir organ, the Ecclesia fits the bill 
here with 26 voices/34 ranks over two manuals and 
30 note RACO pedalboard. There is no 
compromise in the classic Johannus real-time 
sampled sound quality.  

The Ecclesia Choir incorporates 4 voicing suites 
that makes it versatile as a recital instrument and, 
with the speakers in the back, can create an 
intimate sound environment for chamber works as 
well. Please contact me to find out more.   

Also very exciting is the new keyboard options. For 
a modest surcharge, any organ ordered to client 
design can be upgraded to a long bed keyboard 


